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Biographies of Artists

Nine Years Theatre
Nine Years Theatre is a Singapore Mandarin theatre company that is co-founded by
Nelson Chia (Artistic Director) and Mia Chee (Company Director).

The company believes in the accumulative process of art. This is reflected in their three-
prong artistic direction: they are concerned with the development of their creation, with
the issues of long-term, regular actor training, and the building of audience-ship through
knowledge sharing. The name “Nine Years” is symbolic of our commitment to grow
these efforts year by year.

Nine Years Theatre does not limit its range of productions by genre and scale, but aims
to create works that are essentially actor-centred, that challenge the nature of the actor's
art in productions, and ultimately, question the notion and the state of Mandarin theatre.

Nine Years Theatre Ensemble Laboratory

NYT Ensemble Project is an attempt to build a company of ensemble actors who train
and create together over an extended period of time. Its main activities are divided into:
regular training, creation and performance. For regular training, the ensemble uses the
Suzuki Method of Actor Training and Viewpoints as its main systems to develop the art
of the actor. The creation process draws on the synergy that emerges from these
trainings over time. The ultimate aim of the project is to develop a sustainable group of
company actors that accumulates its strengths through the ensemble environment to
create works that are grounded and organic.

Nelson Chia

Director

Nelson is the co-founder and Artistic Director of Nine Years Theatre. He graduated
from Goldsmiths College, London with a Masters in Directing and has an Honours
degree in Theatre Studies from the National University of Singapore.

He was the Associate Artistic Director of Toy Factory Productions from 2003 to 2013, a
Resident Artist with The Theatre Practice, an Associate Artist with The Substation, and a
founding member of the ensemble collective A GROUP OF PEOPLE.

As an actor, he had played numerous leading roles in English and Mandarin productions
by various theatre companies. He is a two-time winner of Best Actor in the ST Life!
Theatre Award for his performance in a one-man show White Soliloguy (Toy Factory
Productions, 2010) and A Language Of Their Own (directed by Casey Lim, 2012). As a
director, he is known for his works of classics in Mandarin, which included O/anna (The
Theatre Practice, 2002), Who’s Afraid Of Virginia Woolf? (Nine Years Theatre, Esplanade
Huayi Festival Commission 2012, Macau Arts Festival 2013) and Twelve Angry Men (Nine

Page 1 of 6



SINGAPORE
FRINGE
FESTIVAL

,3~I?Jan
Gt &
’rhe people
Years Theatre, Esplanade Huayi Festival Commission 2013), to name a few.

Internationally, his works had travelled to China, Japan, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia
and The Philippines.

As a theatre educator, Nelson had headed the Department of Theatre at the Nanyang
Academy of Fine Arts, lectured at Lasalle College of the Arts and the Theatre Studies
Programme at the National University of Singapore.

Nelson has been training regularly in the “Suzuki Method of Actor Training” since 2008.
He had studied the method with SITT Company in New York and the Suzuki Company
of Toga in Japan.
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Mia Chee

Actor

Mia is an actor and theatre educator, also co-founder and Company Director of Nine
Year Theatre.

She found her love in performing at the age of 9 when she joined Rediffusion's children
radio drama group. Since then, she has been performing in school through her teenage
years and eventually graduated with a BA in Theatre Studies and Chinese Language from
the National University of Singapore.

Page 2 of 6



FRINGE

m B
i noE
)

§~17Jan

i

In addition to that, Mia was in the 2nd batch of students training under the former
Theatre Training and Research Programme (now known as Intercultural Theatre
Institute) and studied close to 2 years, before becoming a proud mother to her twin
daughters.

She has worked with various theatre companies such as Toy Factory Productions Ltd,
Dramabox, The Theatre Practice, The Necessary Stage and TheatreWorks. Recent works
include The Bride Always Knocks Twice and Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? at Macau Arts
Festival 2013.

Mia has trained with SITI Company (New York) and Suzuki Company of Toga (Japan).
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Hang Qian Chou

Actor

Qian Chou first worked with Nine Years Theatre on their debut production Twelve Angry
Men and is honoured and excited to be training with them as part of the NY'T Ensemble
Project.

He graduated from the NUS Theatre Studies Programme and has also trained at Ecole

Philippe Gaulier Summer School (France), as well as in the pioneer cohort of WILD
Rice's actors' training programme young & WILD.
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He twice won a Life! Theatre Award for Best Ensemble for his work in Lao Jiu: The

Musical and Mad Forest and was similarly nominated for Own Time Own Target and The
Hypochondriac.
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He performed in the Edinburgh Festival Fringe 2017 and co-created his first clown show
The Wrestling 3-Ob!l!! as part of Flipside 2013. Other theatre credits include: Lzao Zhai Rocks!,
If There're Seasons...(Theatre Practice); Jack & the Beansprout, Beauty World, On North

Dipersion Road (WILD Rice); Glass Anatomy, December Rains (Toy Factory); The Arabian
Nights, Sing to the Dawn, The Elves & the Shoemaker, Under the Baobab Tree, The Gingerbread
Man, Duck & Dive, The Wizard of Oz (I Theatre); Chestnuts Does Christmas (STAGES);
Metamorphoses (COLLAB Theatre Ensemble); and Sunshine Girl (Dick Lee Chuosenko).
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Neo Hai Bin

Actor

Neo Hai Bin received his actor's training and exposure to theatre as a member of
"ARTivate" (youth wing of Drama Box) since 2009. He soon became a freelance

actor and found himself involved in productions by Drama Box, The Theatre Practice,
TheatreWorks, and recently Nine Years Theatre. He was involved in Bondage, The
Magnanimons Cuckold, Dust: A Recollection, Twelve Angry Men, Farewell: The Body in 16 Chapters
(staged as part of Macau Arts Festival) etc. It is indeed a humbling experience to be part
of theatre, part of life.
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Rei Poh
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Actor
Rei Poh was demoted from the Express to the Normal stream during his secondary
school days. Barely scraping his O Levels, he enrolled into NYP’s Manufacturing
programme, flopped his way to the second year, and became a school dropout. Rei
signed on with Singapore Police Force in year 2000 but refused to continue on as there
were too many interviews and it was till then he got in touch with theatre. Eventually, he
graduated from LASALLE-SIA College of the Arts, obtaining a Diploma in Theatre Arts

with a distinction. He received the Best Actor Award in Short & Sweet Singapore 2007 - The
Complaint.

He was also involved in many productions by Drama Box, as well as The Theatre
Practice, Panggung Arts, Toy Factory, etc. He has directed a number of community and
education shows with Drama Box. His most recent works include Nine Years Theatre's
Twelve Angry Men and assisting directing for The Bride Ahways Knocks Twice.
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Jean Toh

Actor

Jean Toh graduated from the BA(Hons) Acting Programme at LASALLE College of the
Arts. Also a practicing musician and dancer, Jean is a versatile stage performer who
enjoys crafting the physicality and musicality of her characters. Some memorable roles
are: Abigail Williams in The Crucible (Toy Factory), Gitl in Decimal Points 7.7 (CAKE
Theatrical Productions), Prompter in Kaspar directed by Natalie Hennedige and Queen
Marie in Exzt the King directed by acclaimed French director Alain Timar. On screen, Jean
has hosted OKTO programmes such as The Surprise Party and Zoom Zim Zam 2. Recently,
she represented Singapore’s Institut Frangais Culture Lab in attending the Avignon
Theatre Festival. She is blessed to be a part of the M1 Fringe Festival and Nine Years
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Theatre Ensemble where she can hone her craft and contribute to local theatre
wholeheartedly.
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